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EXECUTIVESUMMARY

A domain name can be one of the most visible and enduring assets associated with
a business.

For some organisations, the domain is simply an address. For others, it becomes
part of the company's identity, brand architecture, marketing strategy, customer
experience and long-term digital presence.

The difference matters because buying a premium domain is rarely just a matter of
finding a name and paying the asking price.

A serious acquisition requires several different questions to be considered
independently.

For example:

° Is the name appropriate for the intended business?

® Is it memorable?

° Is it easy to communicate?

o Does the extension fit the intended use?

° Does the domain have meaningful scarcity or commercial relevance?

° Is the asking price supported by evidence?
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o Does the domain have a history that needs investigation?
° Could there be trademark or naming conflicts?
° Is buying the right acquisition structure, or should the buyer consider

leasing, lease-to-own or staged payment?

And, perhaps most importantly, is the domain valuable to this particular buyer for
this particular purpose?

This guide presents a structured way to answer those questions.

The central principle is simple:

Assessment is not valuation, valuation is not price, and price is not necessarily
value.

A domain can possess attractive characteristics without being worth a particular
asking price. A domain can also have a high asking price while requiring
considerably more investigation before a buyer can determine whether the
acquisition makes sense.

The objective of this guide is therefore not to tell a buyer what domain to purchase.

It is to provide a framework for making the decision more intelligently.
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1
WHY THE DOMAIN MATTERS

The domain name is often the first digital identifier a customer encounters.

It may appear on a business card, advertisement, presentation, product package,
email address, search result, social profile or verbal recommendation.

Unlike many forms of advertising, a domain can remain associated with a business
for years or decades.

That persistence is one reason premium domains can command prices substantially
above ordinary registration costs. Current marketplace guidance describes
premium domains as names that may be short, memorable, meaningful, keyword-
rich or otherwise attractive to buyers, with prices ranging from relatively modest
amounts to very substantial transactions.

But the existence of a premium price does not automatically establish that the price
is justified.
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The buyer must distinguish between several different things:

The characteristics of the domain.

The potential usefulness of those characteristics.
The economic value of the domain.

The seller's asking price.

Comparable transactions.

The strategic value the domain may have for the particular buyer.

While undoubtedly, these can be viewed as related questions, it is important to
emphasise that they are not the same question.

A disciplined acquisition begins by keeping them separate.
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2
WHAT MAKES A DOMAIN PREMIUM?

There is no single characteristic that universally defines a premium domain.

The term is used broadly across the domain market to describe names considered
more desirable than ordinary alternatives.

Common characteristics include short length, memorability, meaningful words,
commercial relevance, desirable extensions, scarcity and brand potential.

Some premium domains are existing dictionary words.

Others are coined or invented names.

Some are highly descriptive.

Others are deliberately abstract.

Some are valuable because they have broad commercial applicability.
Others may have particular strategic importance to a specific buyer.

This matters because the word "premium" can describe several different forms of
desirability.

Potential characteristics include:

BREVITY

Short domains are often scarce because there are fewer available combinations as
length decreases.

Shortness can also make a name easier to display and communicate.

However, it is important to remember that brevity alone does not establish value.
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A short name with an undesirable spelling, unclear meaning or unsuitable extension
may be less useful to a particular buyer than a longer name with stronger relevance.

MEMORABILITY

A domain that can be remembered easily may reduce the effort required for a
customer to recall it later.

Memorability can be influenced by familiarity, meaning, simplicity, distinctiveness
and sound.

It should therefore be considered as a characteristic rather than treated as a single
objective number.

MEANING

Dictionary words, and other meaningful combinations of commercially relevant
terms may have immediate semantic value.

A descriptive or category-related domain can communicate the nature of a business
or service before the customer reaches the website.

BRANDABILITY

An invented or non-dictionary name can be highly valuable if it is distinctive,
pronounceable and capable of supporting a strong brand.

SPELLING

A domain may be easy to read but less straightforward to reproduce from memory.
Spelling becomes particularly relevant when a name is communicated verbally.

A buyer should consider whether a person who hears the name would reasonably
know how to reproduce it in writing.
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PRONUNCIATION

The spoken form of a domain can matter when the name is communicated in
conversation, presentations, telephone calls, podcasts, advertising or voice
interfaces.

Pronunciation should therefore be considered alongside visual appearance rather
than separately from it.

EXTENSION

The extension forms part of the domain identity.

Different extensions can carry different levels of familiarity, geographic association,
industry association or market perception.

The relevance of an extension depends on the intended audience and purpose.

COMMERCIAL RELEVANCE

A domain may be particularly relevant to an industry, product, service or category.

That relevance can make the name more attractive to a specific group of potential
buyers.

SCARCITY

Some combinations of desirable characteristics are inherently rare.

A short, recognisable, commercially relevant name in a sought-after extension may
have very few genuinely comparable alternatives.

Scarcity can therefore contribute to market demand.

But scarcity should not be confused with a predetermined monetary value.
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HISTORICAL OR EXISTING ASSETS

Some domains possess an existing history, traffic profile, backlinks, recognition or
other characteristics that may be relevant to a particular acquisition.

None of these characteristics determines value by itself.

For example:

° A short domain can be commercially weak.

° A long domain can be strategically valuable.

[ A dictionary word can have legal complications.

° A highly brandable invented name can outperform a descriptive name for a

particular business.

The task is therefore not to find a single definition of “premium,” but to understand
why a particular domain might be considered premium.
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3

BRANDABLE, DESCRIPTIVE AND OTHER NAMING
APPROACHES

Not all premium domains follow the same naming model.

Therefore, a useful first step is to identify what kind of name is being considered.

DESCRIPTIVE DOMAINS

A descriptive domain communicates something about the product, service or
category.

Examples might include terms describing insurance, payments, software, travel or a
particular professional service.

The advantage is immediate meaning.

The trade-off is that highly descriptive names can sometimes be less distinctive
than a strong invented brand.

EXACT-MATCH AND KEYWORD DOMAINS

These domains correspond closely to words or phrases people may already use to
describe a product, service or category.

Their potential value can be influenced by commercial intent, relevance and
demand.

However, keyword relevance should not be confused with guaranteed search
performance or guaranteed traffic.

Search algorithms, competition, user behaviour and business strategy all change.
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BRANDABLE DOMAINS

Brandable domains may be invented, modified or abstract names that do not
describe a business directly.

Their potential lies in distinctiveness and the ability to create meaning around the
name.

A brandable domain should therefore be judged differently from an exact-match
keyword.

Questions such as pronunciation, memorability, spelling, visual appearance and
linguistic character become particularly important.

ACRONYMS AND INITIALS

Short acronyms can be highly scarce, but they can also be difficult to interpret.

Their value may depend heavily on the intended buyer, existing recognition and the
meanings associated with the letters.

COMPOUND NAMES

Two-word combinations can provide a useful balance between meaning and
brandability.

Their quality depends heavily on the relationship between the words.

A natural combination can feel immediately understandable. An awkward
combination may be difficult to remember even when each individual word is
strong.

10
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4
CHOOSING THE RIGHT DOMAIN EXTENSION

The extension is part of the domain.

It should therefore be considered as part of the acquisition rather than treated as an
afterthought.

The .com extension remains deeply established in the global domain market, but
many other extensions can be appropriate depending on the intended use,
audience and branding strategy.

A buyer should ask:

o Does the extension fit the intended brand?

o Will customers understand it?

° Does the extension create ambiguity when spoken?

[ Does it support the organisation's geographic or industry positioning?

[ Is the corresponding .com unavailable, unaffordable or strategically
unnecessary?

[ Could the extension create confusion with another domain?
° Is the extension appropriate for the organisation's long-term plans?

The correct answer is not necessarily the same for every business.

A newer extension may offer an excellent naming opportunity in one context while
creating unnecessary friction in another.

The important distinction is between extension preference and extension
suitability.

1"
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5
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF ASTRONG DOMAIN
NAME

A useful domain evaluation can include several dimensions, but should also
recognise that a domain does not need to be perfect in every category in order to
be commercially useful.

LENGTH

When it comes to domains, length matters, but it should not be treated as an
independent valuation formula.

While shorter names can be easier to remember, and longer names may provide
greater descriptive meaning. It is not always necessarily the case.

The relationship is therefore not simply:

shorter = better

A more useful question is:

What does the buyer receive in exchange for the additional characters?

A longer domain that clearly communicates a valuable concept may be preferable
to a shorter name with little to no meaning.

SPELLING

A buyer should consider not only how the domain behaves in its written form, but
perhaps more importantly in the modern agentic era, when communicated verbally.

A critical question when considering the strength of a domain name is to consider if
a person hears the domain without seeing it, could they reproduce the spelling
accurately?

12
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If not, would they need to ask:

o “Is that with a C or a K?”

° “Is there a hyphen?”

o “Is that one word or two?”

[ “Is it .com or another extension?”

These questions do not automatically make a domain undesirable.

They simply identify potential communication costs.

PRONUNCIATION

Pronunciation matters particularly when a domain is likely to be communicated
through conversation, presentations, telephone calls, podcasts, video, voice
interfaces or other spoken environments.

A domain that is visually attractive but difficult to pronounce deserves a different
assessment from one that is both visually and phonetically straightforward.

MEMORABILITY

Memorability is difficult to reduce to one objective number.

A domain can be memorable because it is short, meaningful, unusual, rhythmic,
familiar, surprising or strongly associated with a concept.

The buyer should consider the reason the name might be remembered rather than
assuming that length alone creates memorability.

FLEXIBILITY

Could it continue to serve the business if the product or service expands?

13
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DISTINCTIVENESS

A strong brand usually needs to be identifiable.

A name that is highly descriptive may be easy to understand but difficult to
distinguish from competitors.

An invented name may be more distinctive but require greater investment in
building meaning.

Neither approach is universally superior.

14
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6
WHEN DOES "PREMIUM" BECOME “ULTRA-
PREMIUM"?

The term ultra-premium appears increasingly in domain marketplaces, particularly
for exceptionally scarce names.

However, it is important to understand what the term does and does not mean.
It is not a universal technical measurement with one industry-wide scoring system.

For example, current marketplace material from Atom explicitly describes its ultra-
premium category as not being a universal technical label and notes that individual
names within the category can differ substantially.

The practical implication for buyers is important:
Do not allow the category label to substitute for evaluating the domain itself.
An ultra-premium designation may reflect a combination of characteristics such as:

e What makes the name scarce?

e Isit exceptionally short?

e Isitastrong dictionary or recognisable word?
e Does it have broad commercial applicability?
e Isthe spelling intuitive?

@ Isthe pronunciation straightforward?

@ Isthe extension appropriate?

e Does it have historical recognition?

® Isthere a demonstrated market demand?

15
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The offering a domain as “ultra-premium” may possess a one or a number of these
characteristics. However, the category itself does not establish a transaction price.

A USEFUL DISTINCTION

TERM WORKING DEFINITION

A domain possessing characteristics that may make it
desirable in the marketplace.

Premium

A marketplace category generally used for

Ultra-Premium . . .
exceptionally scarce or desirable domains.

Assessment An examination of the domain's characteristics.
Valuation An estimate of potential economic value.
Asking Price The amount requested by the seller.
Transaction Price The amount actually agreed and paid.

The value the domain may have to a particular

Strategic Value -

These terms should not be treated as interchangeable.
A domain can be categorised as ultra-premium and still require careful valuation.

A domain can have a high valuation estimate but a buyer may decide the asking
price does not make economic sense.

A domain can also be strategically valuable to one company while being
considerably less valuable to another.

16
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7
EVALUATING ADOMAIN BEYOND ITS PRICETAG

A domain purchase should not begin and end with the asking price.

Consider the acquisition from the perspective of the intended business.

STRATEGIC FIT

Does the name fit the business model?
Does it support the organisation's positioning?

Could the name remain appropriate if the company expands?

BRAND FIT

Can the name support the desired identity?
Does it feel credible in the intended market?

Would customers understand or remember it?

COMMUNICATION FIT

Can the name be spoken, heard and reproduced without unnecessary explanation?

MARKET FIT

Is there a meaningful audience for the concept represented by the name?

Are there comparable businesses or categories using similar terminology?

17
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SUBSTITUTION

An often neglected question is to consider what are the alternatives?
A domain should not be assessed in isolation.

If there are ten strong alternatives at substantially lower prices, the buyer's
negotiating position may be different from a situation in which the domain is
uniquely suited to the intended business.

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

Finally:

What happens if the business does not acquire it?

The answer may be more important than the seller's description of the domain.

18
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8
ACQUISITION COST VS POTENTIAL VALUE

One of the most important distinctions in premium-domain purchasing is the
difference between cost and value.

Suppose a business is considering a $50,000 domain.
The relevant question is not simply:
“Is this domain worth $50,000?”

The buyer should ask:

“What does acquiring this domain provide, what alternatives exist, and does the
expected benefit justify committing $50,000 to it?"”

The same logic applies at $5,000, $500,000 or $1 million.

Ultimately, a buyer should understand and recognise that:

® A high acquisition price does not guarantee business success.
° Owning a category-defining domain does not guarantee market leadership.
° A memorable domain does not guarantee traffic.

[ A strong domain does not replace product quality, distribution, marketing,
customer service or execution.

Each of these points remain true because the domain is an asset within a broader
business system.

That distinction becomes particularly important when the buyer is comparing
acquisition structures.

19
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For example, a business might consider:

e Outright purchase.

® Leasing.

® Lease-to-own.

e Staged or instalment payments.

e Continuing to use an alternative domain.

The correct comparison is therefore not merely:

Purchase price versus registration cost.

Itis:

Acquisition cost versus expected strategic utility, alternatives and available
capital.

20
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9
UNDERSTANDING DOMAIN VALUATION

Domain valuation is the process of estimating the potential economic value of a
domain. It is not an exact science.

There is no universally accepted formula that can convert every domain into one
objectively correct price.

Current domain-market guidance commonly considers factors including length,
memorability, keywords, extension, commercial relevance, comparable sales and
other characteristics.

Comparable sales can be particularly useful because they provide evidence of what
buyers have actually paid for other similar domains. However, even comparable
sales have limitations.

A transaction may differ because of:

® The buyer.

e Timing.

e Negotiation.

e Strategic importance.
e Confidentiality.

e Seller motivation.

e Industry.

e Domain history.

e Extension.

e Circumstances surrounding the transaction.

A comparable sale is therefore evidence, not proof.

21
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A DISCIPLINED VALUATION APPROACH

A buyer can examine valuation through several layers:

1. Structural characteristics

Length, spelling, composition, pronunciation and extension.

2. Semantic characteristics

Meaning, category relevance and commercial applicability.

3. Market evidence

Comparable sales and observed demand.

4. Domain-specific history

Age, previous use, traffic, links and reputation where relevant.

5. Buyer-specific utility
What the domain is actually worth to the acquiring organisation.

These layers should inform one another rather than being collapsed into a single
automated score.

22
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10
HOW TO USE COMPARABLE SALES

Comparable sales are among the most useful forms of evidence available to a
domain buyer.

They are also among the easiest to misuse.

A $1 million sale is not automatically a comparable for another domain simply
because both are .com.

The buyer should look for similarity in the characteristics that actually influence the
transaction.

Useful comparison dimensions can include:

e Extension.

e Length.

e Word structure.

@ Linguistic characteristics.

e Commercial category.

e Dictionary versus invented status.
e Number of words.

e Historical use.

e Sale date.

® Where known, the circumstances of the transaction.

A recent sale may provide more relevant market context than an old sale, but
recency alone does not make it comparable.

23
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Likewise, an extremely high-value transaction can distort an average if it is
fundamentally different from the domain being evaluated.

THE PURPOSE OF COMPARABLES

The purpose is not to discover a magical number.
It is to establish a defensible range of market evidence.

That range can then be considered alongside the specific characteristics and
strategic utility of the domain.

Current domain-market research also illustrates why buyers should look at
distributions and market composition rather than relying on headline averages
alone.

For example, Dynadot’s Q2 2026 market report, distinguishes median prices, price
bands, extension, length and structural characteristics rather than treating one
average price as representative of the entire market.

24
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1
EVALUATING PHONETIC AND STRUCTURAL
CHARACTERISTICS

A domain can be evaluated not only by what it looks like, but by how it behaves as
language.

This becomes particularly relevant as digital interactions increasingly include
spoken communication.

A buyer may therefore wish to consider:

e Pronunciation.

e Consonant and vowel structure.

e Unusual letter combinations.

e Spelling ambiguity.

e Repeated clarification requirements.
e Spoken reproduction.

e The relationship between the spoken and written forms.

This is one area in which the Phonetic Fluidity Assessment (PFA) developed by
domainAlot can provide an additional perspective.

PFA examines phonetic and structural characteristics and assigns a PFA Score and
Classification.

It is important to understand exactly what that means.

PFA is an assessment of a particular dimension of the domain.

25
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° It is not a universal valuation system.

® It does not establish what a buyer will pay.

° It does not establish that a particular domain will receive more traffic.
° It does not guarantee successful speech recognition.

[ It does not establish commercial success.

[ It does not replace traditional domain evaluation.

Instead, PFA provides additional information to the buyer that allows them to ask:

"What does this assessment tell me about this particular domain, and how
relevant are those characteristics to my intended use?”

The PFA Research Programme exists precisely because the underlying questions
remain open to investigation, validation and refinement.

The distinction is therefore straightforward:

PFA assesses phonetic and structural characteristics. Valuation assesses
potential economic value.

A buyer can use the two perspectives together without confusing them.

26
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12
RESEARCHING A DOMAIN BEFORE YOU BUY

The perceived characteristics of a domain are only part of the investigation.

Before committing significant funds, the buyer should research further aspects of
the domain itself including:

OWNERSHIP HISTORY

Confirm who controls the domain and through which registrar it is held.

For domains subject to ICANN's registration framework, ICANN provides
registration-data lookup services and transfer guidance.

DOMAIN HISTORY

Investigate how the domain has been used.

Depending on the domain, relevant questions may include:

° Was there a previous website?

° Was it used for a legitimate business?

° Was it associated with spam, malware or deceptive activity?
° Does it have an established reputation?

) Does it have historical backlinks or traffic?

° Has it changed ownership repeatedly?

Historical information does not automatically make a domain good or bad, but
provides context.

27
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TRADEMARK AND NAMING CONFLICTS

Trademark risk deserves particular attention.

A domain can be technically available for purchase and still create legal or
commercial problems for a buyer.

The buyer should therefore investigate relevant trademark databases and consider
whether the proposed use could conflict with existing rights.

A simple domain-name search is not a substitute for appropriate legal advice where
the acquisition is significant.

SEARCH AND MARKET CONTEXT

A buyer should always search the name as a phrase.

The search should look for:

e Existing companies.
e Products.

e Applications.

e Organisations.

e Social profiles.

e Common meanings.
e Alternative spellings.

e Potentially confusing uses.

The objective is not merely to discover whether the name exists elsewhere.

It is to understand the environment into which the buyer is introducing the domain.

28
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REPUTATION AND TECHNICAL HISTORY

Where appropriate, investigate historical security and reputation signals.
This can be particularly important for aged or previously developed domains.

The more expensive the acquisition, the more valuable thorough due diligence
becomes.

GEOGRAPHIC AND LINGUISTIC CONSIDERATIONS

A name that works in one market may have an unintended meaning, pronunciation
or association in another.

International buyers should consider relevant languages and markets when
researching a domain.

RISK

While a number of these areas of research, most specially those traditionally related
to search, discoverability and historical use are arguably less relevant in the modern
agentic era, their value remains and continues to contribute to the overall
assessment of a domain.

For any purchasing decision, research in itself does not eliminate risk. However, it
does reduce the possibility that an important consideration will be discovered only
after the acquisition is made.

29
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13
DETERMINING WHETHER THE ASKING PRICE
MAKES SENSE

Once the domain has been assessed and researched, the buyer can evaluate the
asking price.

This is where the distinction between price and value becomes practical.

A seller's asking price should be seen as an opening position, and not an
independent proof of market value. Therefore, a buyer should consider:

COMPARABLE EVIDENCE

What similar domains have actually sold for?

SCARCITY

How many realistic alternatives exist?

STRATEGIC UTILITY

How important is this particular domain to the intended business?

REPLACEMENT COST

What would it cost to establish a comparable alternative identity?

BUDGET

What proportion of the buyer's available capital would the acquisition consume?

30
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OPPORTUNITY COST

What else could the business do with the same funds?

TIME HORIZON

Is the domain expected to be used for years or decades?

DOWNSIDE

What happens if the expected strategic benefits do not materialise?

A domain purchase becomes much easier to evaluate when these questions are
answered explicitly.

31
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14
NEGOTIATING A PREMIUM DOMAIN

Negotiation is part of the acquisition process.

The buyer should establish a maximum acceptable price before becoming
emotionally committed to the transaction.

That maximum should reflect the buyer's own analysis rather than the seller's
enthusiasm.

Current buyer guidance from GoDaddy similarly recommends setting a maximum
price before negotiations and using comparable sales to establish market context.

A negotiation may involve:

e Aninitial offer.

e A counteroffer.

e Paymentterms.

e Timing.

e Confidentiality.

e Transfer arrangements.

@ Alternative acquisition structures.

The buyer should distinguish between negotiating the number and negotiating the
structure.

A seller unwilling to reduce the price may nevertheless consider different payment
terms.

Likewise, a buyer unwilling to meet the asking price may have another route to
acquisition through leasing or staged payments.

32
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AVOIDING EMOTIONAL ESCALATION

Premium domains are scarce by definition.
That scarcity can create a sense of “urgency.”
But urgency should not replace analysis.

Before increasing an offer, ask:

“Has new evidence increased the domain's value, or has the negotiation simply
become uncomfortable?”

Those are two very different situations.

DO NOT CONFUSE NEGOTIATION WITH VALUATION

A seller may reject an offer.
A buyer may increase an offer.

Whatever the status of negotiation, neither event establishes an objective valuation.
This is because negotiation is the process through which two parties attempt to
reach an agreement.

33
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15
BUYING, LEASING AND ALTERNATIVE
ACQUISITION STRUCTURES

Outright ownership is not the only way to obtain a premium domain.

Depending on the seller and marketplace, a buyer may encounter several
structures.

OUTRIGHT ACQUISITION

The buyer pays the agreed purchase price and receives ownership through the
domain transfer process.

This provides maximum control but requires the greatest immediate capital
commitment.

LEASING

A buyer pays for the right to use the domain while ownership remains with the
domain owner.

This can reduce the initial capital requirement.

However, the contract should be examined carefully, particularly regarding:

e Duration.

® Renewal.

e Payment obligations.
e Control.

e Transfer.

34
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® Termination.

e What happens to the domain if the arrangement ends?

LEASE-TO-OWN

Some arrangements combine usage with a path toward eventual ownership.

The buyer should understand exactly how payments are credited, when ownership
transfers and what happens if the agreement terminates early.

PAYMENT PLANS

A purchase may sometimes be structured over a defined period.

The buyer should calculate the total cost and understand when ownership transfers.
The central principle remains the same:

The acquisition structure should be evaluated alongside the domain itself.

A domain that is too expensive to purchase outright may become feasible through
another structure, but that does not mean the underlying economics should be
ignored.

35
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16
COMPLETING THE TRANSACTION SAFELY

A premium domain transaction should be treated as a significant asset transfer.

Payment and transfer should therefore be handled through a process designed to
protect both parties.

Escrow can reduce counterparty risk by separating payment from the transfer
process.

The buyer should understand:

e Whois holding the funds?

e When will funds be released?

e What confirms successful transfer?
e Who pays transaction fees?

e What happens if the transfer fails?

® What documentation is retained?

For domains covered by ICANN's transfer framework, the registrant has defined
rights and responsibilities relating to transfers. ICANN states that an Auth-Code is
required for inter-registrar transfers and provides procedures governing registrar
transfers and changes of registrant.

ICANN also notes that certain circumstances can create transfer restrictions,
including specified 60-day periods following registration, transfer or certain
changes to registrant information.

The practical lesson is simple:

Do not treat the payment as the end of the transaction. Treat verified control of
the domain as the end of the transaction.

36
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17
COMMON MISTAKES PREMIUM DOMAIN BUYERS
MAKE

MISTAKE1:
BUYING BECAUSE THE NAME SOUNDS EXPENSIVE

A high asking price can create the impression that the asset must be valuable.

It does not.

MISTAKE 2:
TREATING ONE METRIC AS THE ANSWER

Length, PFA score, search volume, age, extension or a valuation tool can each
provide useful information.

None should automatically determine the acquisition decision.

MISTAKE 3:
IGNORING ALTERNATIVES

A buyer who identifies one domain and immediately becomes emotionally
committed may lose negotiating leverage.

Always investigate alternatives.

MISTAKE 4:
ASSUMING A PREMIUM DOMAIN GUARANTEES BUSINESS
RESULTS

The domain is an asset. It is not a business model.

37
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MISTAKE 5:
CONFUSING AN APPRAISAL WITH A TRANSACTION
PRICE

An appraisal is an estimate.
An asking price is a seller's position.
A transaction price is what two parties actually agree to.

These are different data points.

MISTAKE 6:
IGNORING LEGAL RISK

A beautiful domain can become a poor acquisition if its intended use creates a
serious trademark or naming conflict.

MISTAKE 7:
NEGLECTING DOMAIN HISTORY

Previous use can matter.

The buyer should understand what the domain has been associated with before
acquiring it.

MISTAKE 8:
CONFUSING SCARCITY WITH NECESSITY

A domain can be extremely scarce without being necessary for a particular
business.

The buyer must determine whether scarcity creates strategic value for them.
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MISTAKE 9:
PAYING WITHOUT SECURE TRANSACTION PROCEDURES

The larger the transaction, the less appropriate informal payment arrangements
become.

MISTAKE 10:
FAILING TO DEFINE A MAXIMUM PRICE

Negotiation becomes dangerous when the buyer decides the maximum price only
after the negotiation has already begun.
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18
THE PREMIUM DOMAIN BUYER'S DUE-DILIGENCE
CHECKLIST

Before completing a significant acquisition, a buyer should be able to answer the
following questions:

THE NAME

@ Isthe domain easy to understand?

e Isitmemorable?

e Isthe spelling straightforward?

@ Isthe pronunciation straightforward?
e Does it fit the intended brand?

e Does it remain suitable if the business expands?

THE EXTENSION

@ Isthe extension appropriate?
® Does the audience understand it?
@ Could it cause confusion?

@ Are alternative extensions materially better or worse?

THE MARKET

e What comparable domains have sold?
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e How recent are those sales?
® Are they genuinely comparable?
e How scarce is the domain?
e What alternatives exist?
THE BUSINESS
e What strategic problem does the domain solve?
e What benefit could ownership provide?
e What happens if the business does not acquire it?
e What alternative could be used instead?
THE LEGAL POSITION
e Has the name been checked against relevant trademark databases?
@ Are there existing companies or products using the name?
@ Is specialist legal advice appropriate?
THE HISTORY
e How has the domain been used?
@ Has it been associated with legitimate activity?
@ Are there historical reputation concerns?
e Does its history add or subtract meaningful value?
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THE ECONOMICS

e Whatis the asking price?

® What evidence supports it?

e What is the buyer's maximum price?

e What is the opportunity cost?

e Would leasing or another structure make more sense?
THETRANSACTION

e Who controls the domain?

e Which registrar holds it?

® Is the domain transferable?

e Isan Auth-Code required?

® Are there transfer restrictions?

e Will payment be protected?

e How will successful transfer be verified?

If the buyer cannot answer the overall majority of these questions, the acquisition is

not yet fully evaluated.
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19
APRACTICAL BUYER DECISION FRAMEWORK

While purchasing a premium domain may seem like a daunting task, the entire
process can be reduced to five stages.

1. UNDERSTAND

Understand what the domain is.

Identify its naming type, extension, meaning, structure, history and intended
application.

2.EVALUATE

Evaluate its characteristics.

Consider length, spelling, pronunciation, memorability, distinctiveness, commercial
relevance and other domain-specific characteristics.

3. INVESTIGATE

Investigate what cannot be seen from the domain alone.

Research ownership, history, trademarks, existing businesses, technical reputation
and comparable sales.

4.VALUE

Estimate what the domain may be worth.

Use market evidence, comparable sales, structural characteristics and strategic
utility and do not confuse an estimate with certainty.
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5. ACQUIRE

Only after the previous stages should the buyer determine how to proceed.

Choose between purchase, negotiation, leasing, lease-to-own, staged payment or
walking away.

This produces a simple decision chain:
Understand — Evaluate — Investigate — Value — Acquire
The sequence matters and the manner in which it is approached is fundamental.

A buyer who begins with price can become anchored by the seller's number.

A buyer who begins with the domain's characteristics can build an independent
view before negotiating.
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20

PUTTINGIT ALL TOGETHER

The purchase of a premium domain is ultimately an exercise in judgment supported
by evidence.

That said, it is important to remember that:

There is no single number that can answer every acquisition question.

There is no universal definition that determines exactly what qualifies as
premium.

There is no valuation model that eliminates uncertainty.

There is no domain characteristic that guarantees commercial success.

Instead, the buyer should build a picture from several perspectives basing their own
evaluation on.
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The language.

The extension.

The market.

The comparable sales.
The history.

The legal environment.
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The alternatives.

The acquisition structure.
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° The price.
° The risk.

° The potential strategic value.
Ultimately, a strong acquisition is one in which these elements have been

considered together and provide the basis for a greater and more comprehensive
understanding of the domain and its value to the buyer.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT DISTINCTION

Throughout this guide, my hope is that one distinction should remain clear.

ASSESSMENT ASKS:

What characteristics does this domain have?

VALUATION ASKS:

What might those characteristics be worth economically?

THE MARKET ASKS:

What will someone actually pay?

THE BUYER ASKS:

What is this domain worth to my organisation, and does acquiring it make sense?

These questions may lead to similar conclusions.
They may also lead to very different ones.
That is not, and should never be considered a problem.

It is the reality of an asset class in which scarcity, context, buyer intent and
negotiation can all influence the final transaction.

The purpose of a rigorous buying process is not to eliminate uncertainty, itis to
make the remaining uncertainty understandable.
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22
CONCLUSION

A premium domain should never be evaluated solely because someone calls it
premium. Neither should it be considered premium simply because the owner
assigns a high asking price to it. Nor should it be rejected, for that matter, by a
potential buyer simply because the asking price appears high.

The better approach is to understand what the domain actually offers:

° Evaluate its characteristics.

° Understand the extension.

° Investigate the history.

° Check for legal and naming conflicts.

° Study comparable sales.

[ Consider alternatives.

® Separate valuation from asking price.

o Determine what the domain is worth to the intended business.

Then, and only then, decide whether the acquisition structure and price make
sense.

For some buyers, the conclusion will be to purchase.
For others, it may be to negotiate.

It may be to lease.

It may be to choose another domain.

And sometimes the most rational acquisition decision is simply to walk away.
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What may seem like abandoning a sought after domain is not a failure of the buying
process. To the contrary, it is evidence that the process is working.

A premium domain is ultimately not valuable because a label says it is valuable.

Its significance comes from the combination of its characteristics, scarcity, market
context and usefulness to the person or organisation acquiring it.

The better the buyer understands those dimensions, the better equipped they are to
make an informed acquisition.
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AFINAL PRINCIPLE

Buy the domain because you understand its value to your purpose, not because
someone means, or has told you that it is valuable.

50



THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO BUYING PREMIUM DOMAINS (2026 EDITION)

FURTHER READING AND RESEARCH

The subject of premium domain acquisition crosses several areas of domain market
practice, including:

° Valuation.
) Naming.
) Language.

° Digital asset management.

Readers wishing to investigate the subject further should distinguish between:

1. INSTITUTIONAL AND POLICY SOURCES

Provide information about domain registration, transfer procedures, registration
data and dispute mechanisms.

2. TRADEMARK AND LEGAL RESEARCH

Important when evaluating whether a proposed domain and intended use could
conflict with existing rights.

3. MARKETPLACE GUIDANCE

Useful for understanding how domain marketplaces describe premium inventory,
acquisition structures and buyer behaviour.

4. TRANSACTION EVIDENCE

Useful for examining actual historical sales and market data.
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5.INDEPENDENT RESEARCH

Useful when investigating language, pronunciation, memorability, phonological
processing and related questions.

Current ICANN guidance provides authoritative information concerning registration
data, registrar transfers, Auth-Codes and changes of registrant.

Current marketplace guidance also illustrates that premium-domain evaluation
commonly involves several characteristics rather than one universal definition.

For ultra-premium terminology specifically, current marketplace documentation
demonstrates why this area is highly subjective and why buyers should treat the
term as a category or description rather than as a universal technical measurement.
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1. INSTITUTIONAL AND POLICY SOURCES:
DOMAIN REGISTRATION, OWNERSHIP AND TRANSFER

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)

ICANN provides the principal policy and technical framework for generic top-level
domain registration and transfer.

Its registrant guidance explains the role of the registrant and registrar and provides
access to ICANN's domain lookup services.

ICANN's Registration Data Access Protocol (RDAP) documentation explains the

current system used to provide registration data for generic top-level domains.

RDAP replaced WHOIS as the definitive source for gTLD registration information
from January 28, 2025.

ICANN also operates a Registration Data Request Service for legitimate requests for
non-public gTLD registration information where that information is not available
through the public lookup system.

Recommended resources:

@ ICANN Registrant Information.

e ICANN Registration Data Lookup.

@ |ICANN Registration Data Access Protocol (RDAP).
e ICANN Registration Data Request Service.

e ICANN Auth-Code guidance.

An Auth-Code is required for a registrant to transfer a gTLD domain from one
registrar to another. ICANN explains that registrars must provide the code through
the applicable registrar process and that additional requirements are governed by
the Transfer Policy.
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2. TRADEMARK AND LEGAL RESEARCH:
TRADEMARK AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RESEARCH

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

WIPO provides international resources for trademark research and domain-name
dispute resolution.

The WIPO Global Brand Database provides access to trademark collections from the
Madrid System and participating national and regional intellectual-property offices.
WIPO itself notes that searching the Global Brand Database should not necessarily
replace searches of relevant national or regional registers.

This distinction is important when conducting premium-domain due diligence.

A domain buyer should not assume that a single trademark database search
provides a complete assessment of potential legal risk.

Where a significant acquisition is contemplated, professional legal advice may be
appropriate.

DOMAIN-NAME DISPUTES

WIPO administers domain-name dispute procedures under the Uniform Domain
Name Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP) and provides extensive information
concerning domain-name disputes, decisions and applicable procedures.

The UDRP addresses certain disputes involving trademark rights and abusive
domain-name registration and use. It is not a substitute for a complete trademark or
legal analysis.

WIPO also provides a searchable database of domain-name cases and panel
decisions, which can be useful when researching previous disputes involving
particular names or legal issues.
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Recommended resources:

®  WIPO Global Brand Database
®  WIPO Domain Name Dispute Resolution

®  WIPO UDRP Guide

®  WIPO UDRP Decisions and Case Search
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3. MARKETPLACE GUIDANCE
MARKETPLACE AND PREMIUM-DOMAIN CLASSIFICATION

GODADDY

GoDaddy's current buyer guidance describes premium domains in terms that
include characteristics such as shortness, memorability, meaningfulness and
commercial relevance. Its buyer guidance also discusses comparable sales, existing
traffic, valuation tools and the importance of considering long-term business goals.

GoDaddy's premium-domain marketplace documentation also illustrates an
important distinction between aftermarket premium domains and registry-
designated premium domains.

These materials are useful evidence of marketplace practice, but GoDaddy's
terminology should not be interpreted as a universal technical definition of
“premium domain.”

ATOM

Atom's marketplace provides a useful example of how premium and ultra-premium
domains are categorised commercially.

Atom currently describes its Ultra-Premium collection using characteristics
including scarcity, shortness, brandability and category-defining potential. Its
current FAQ also explicitly states that the distinction between ultra-premium and
regular premium names is not a universal technical label.

This supports an important principle used throughout this guide:

Marketplace categories can help buyers understand how names are being
presented and segmented, but the category label should not replace evaluation of
the individual domain.

Atom's current marketplace also demonstrates that ultra-premium domains can be
offered through different acquisition structures, including outright purchase and, for
some names, lease-to-own arrangements.

56



THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO BUYING PREMIUM DOMAINS (2026 EDITION)

4. TRANSACTION EVIDENCE
DOMAIN-MARKET TRANSACTION DATA

Market data should be interpreted in the context of the dataset from which it was
derived.

DYNADOT DOMAIN INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Dynadot's Q2 2026 Domain Intelligence Report analyses more than 54,000
completed aftermarket sales from its own marketplace during April through June
2026. The report examines median prices, price bands, TLD distribution, name
length and other characteristics.

The report illustrates why buyers should be cautious about reducing domain
valuation to a single market-wide average.

For example, its Q2 2026 data showed substantial differences between the broad
market and higher-priced sales, including differences in name length, hyphenation
and cross-TLD registration.

Because the data represents Dynadot's marketplace rather than the entire global
domain market, it should be treated as market evidence from a defined dataset,
not as a universal pricing benchmark.

HOW TO INTERPRET MARKET EVIDENCE

The sources above demonstrate an important methodological principle:

° A marketplace description answers a different question from a transaction
dataset.

o A transaction dataset answers a different question from a trademark
database.

° A registration policy answers a different question from linguistic research.
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Consequently, no single source should be expected to answer every question a
premium-domain buyer has.

A responsible acquisition process combines the appropriate sources for the
question being investigated.

For example:
“Who is the registrar?”

Consult current registration data and the applicable registry or registrar
information.

“Can this domain be transferred?”
Consult the registrar and applicable ICANN or registry transfer requirements.
“Could this name conflict with an existing trademark?”

Search relevant trademark databases and, where appropriate, obtain professional
legal advice.

“What have similar domains sold for?”

Examine comparable transaction evidence and understand the limitations of the
dataset.

“How is the marketplace classifying this name?”

Review the marketplace's own terminology, while recognising that commercial
classifications are not necessarily universal standards.

“How might pronunciation or spelling characteristics matter?”

Consider relevant linguistic and phonetic research rather than relying solely on
marketplace terminology.
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A NOTE ON EVIDENCE AND INTERPRETATION

The presence of a source in this guide does not mean that domainAlot adopts every
conclusion, classification or commercial claim made by that source.

Sources are used according to their evidentiary purpose.

Institutional sources are particularly appropriate for factual information about
policies and procedures.

Marketplaces are appropriate sources for describing their own products,
classifications and practices.

Transaction reports are appropriate for reporting the results of the datasets they
analyse.

Independent research is appropriate for investigating scientific or academic
questions.

This distinction is deliberate.

The objective of this guide is not to reproduce marketplace marketing language as
fact.

It is to give buyers enough context to evaluate the evidence themselves.

LIMITATIONS OF MARKET EVIDENCE

Domain transactions are not perfectly standardised.

Two domains that appear similar may have been purchased for very different
reasons.

A transaction may reflect:

® A strategic acquisition.
e An unusually motivated buyer.

e An unusually motivated seller.
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Private negotiation.

A particular business requirement.
Timing.

Scarcity.

Competitive bidding.
Confidentiality.

Circumstances that are not visible from the public transaction record.

Accordingly, comparable sales should be treated as evidence rather than
mathematical proof.

The same principle applies to automated valuations.

A valuation model can provide a useful reference point, but the output remains
an estimate.
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5. INDEPENDENT RESEARCH
RECOMMENDED RESEARCH SEQUENCE

For a significant premium-domain acquisition, the following sequence provides a
practical research path:

1. Identify the domain's characteristics

Understand the name, extension, structure, meaning and intended use.

2. Research the domain

Investigate registration information, history, previous use and relevant technical or
reputational considerations.

3. Investigate intellectual-property issues

Search relevant trademark databases and investigate potentially conflicting uses.

4. Study market evidence

Review genuinely comparable transactions and understand the limitations of the
available data.

5. Assess strategic utility

Determine what the domain would contribute to the intended business and what
alternatives are available.
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6. Determine an acquisition range

Separate estimated value from the seller's asking price and establish a maximum
acceptable price.

7. Evaluate the transaction structure

Consider purchase, negotiation, leasing, lease-to-own or other available structures.

8. Complete the transfer securely

Use appropriate transaction and transfer procedures and verify control of the
domain after completion.

62



THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO BUYING PREMIUM DOMAINS (2026 EDITION)

SELECTED SOURCE DIRECTORY

1. DOMAIN REGISTRATION AND TRANSFER
ICANN Reqistrants

ICANN RDAP

ICANN Registration Data Request Service

ICANN Auth-Code Guidance

2. TRADEMARKS AND DOMAIN DISPUTES
WIPO Global Brand Database

WIPO Domain Name Dispute Resolution

WIPO UDRP Guide

WIPO Domain Name Decisions and Case Search

3. MARKETPLACE RESEARCH

GoDaddy Premium Domain Guidance

GoDaddy Premium Domains

Atom Ultra-Premium Marketplace

Atom Ultra-Premium Classification Guidance

4. MARKET DATA
Dynadot Domain Intelligence Report: Q2 2026
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EDITORIAL SOURCE NOTE

This publication is intended as an educational guide rather than a legal, financial or
investment opinion.

External sources are cited to provide context, evidence and access to underlying
information.

Where this guide describes a marketplace's classification, pricing practice or
commercial service, the description should be understood as an account of that
marketplace's practice rather than an endorsement or universal industry standard.

Where market data is presented, the relevant dataset, time period and limitations
should be considered before applying the findings to an individual domain.

Where legal rights or potential trademark conflicts are material to an acquisition,
readers should consult qualified professional advisers.

64



THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO BUYING PREMIUM DOMAINS (2026 EDITION)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

I. DOMAIN REGISTRATION, TRANSFER AND POLICY

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)

ICANN. Registration Data Access Protocol (RDAP).
ICANN.
https://www.icann.org/rdap/

Authoritative source for current gTLD registration-data access and the transition
from WHOIS to RDAP. ICANN identifies RDAP as the replacement for WHOIS and
states that gTLD registries and registrars are required to provide RDAP services.

ICANN. Domain Name Transfers.
ICANN.
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/reqgistrars/transfers-en

Authoritative source concerning domain transfers, registrar requirements and the
current ICANN Transfer Policy.

ICANN. Auth-Code.
ICANN.
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/auth-2013-05-03-en

Reference concerning the authorisation code used in gTLD domain transfers.

Il. TRADEMARKS AND DOMAIN-NAME DISPUTES

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

World Intellectual Property Organization. Global Brand Database.
WIPO.
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/global-brand-database

65


https://www.icann.org/rdap/
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/registrars/transfers-en
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/auth-2013-05-03-en
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/global-brand-database

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO BUYING PREMIUM DOMAINS (2026 EDITION)

Resource for researching trademarks across participating national, regional and
international collections.

World Intellectual Property Organization. W/PO Guide to the Uniform Domain
Name Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP).

WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center.
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/amc/domain-name-disputes/guide/index

Authoritative reference concerning the UDRP framework and domain-name disputes
involving trademark rights.

World Intellectual Property Organization. W/PO Domain Name Dispute Resolution
Resources.

WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center.
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/amc/domain-name-disputes/resources

Includes access to WIPO UDRP decisions, jurisprudential resources, statistics and
related domain-dispute materials.

lll. DOMAIN MARKETPLACE AND MARKET PRACTICE

GoDaddy

GoDaddy. Should | Buy a Premium Domain Name?
GoDaddy.
https://www.godaddy.com/resources/skills/should-i-buy-a-premium-domain-name

Marketplace-oriented guidance concerning premium domains, domain
characteristics, comparable sales, valuation considerations and buyer objectives.

GoDaddy. Premium Domain Names.
GoDaddy.
https://www.godaddy.com/en/domains/premium-domain-names

Reference for GoDaddy's current treatment and presentation of premium-domain
inventory.

66


https://www.wipo.int/en/web/amc/domain-name-disputes/guide/index
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/amc/domain-name-disputes/resources
https://www.godaddy.com/resources/skills/should-i-buy-a-premium-domain-name
https://www.godaddy.com/en/domains/premium-domain-names

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO BUYING PREMIUM DOMAINS (2026 EDITION)

Atom

Atom. Ultra-Premium Marketplace.
Atom.
https://www.atom.com/ultra-premium-marketplace

Reference for current marketplace presentation of ultra-premium domains,
including examples of short, brandable and category-defining names and
alternative acquisition structures.

Atom. Ultra-Premium Domain Marketplace and Classification.
Atom.
https://www.atom.com/ultra-premium-marketplace/all/q/english-word

Reference for Atom's description and categorisation of ultra-premium domains.

These sources are included specifically to document marketplace practice and
terminology. They are not presented as establishing a universal technical definition
of “premium” or “ultra-premium.”

IV. DOMAIN-MARKET DATA

Dynadot

Dynadot. Domain Intelligence Report: Q2 2026.
Dynadot.
https://cdn.dynadot.com/resources/quarterly-intelligence-report-q2-2026

Market-data source analysing completed aftermarket transactions during Q2 2026,
including transaction prices, domain length, TLD distribution and other
characteristics.

The report is used as an example of structured aftermarket transaction data. Its
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and reported a relationship between rated pronounceability and production time.
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memory for unfamiliar brand names.
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vocabulary may be handled by speech-recognition systems.

Li, et al. (2024).
“CB-Whisper: Contextual Biasing Whisper Using Open-Vocabulary Keyword-
Spotting.”
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relevance to the distinction between human linguistic processing and machine
speech recognition, and why evidence concerning one should not automatically
be treated as evidence determining the other.

VII. PFA RESEARCH
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versions, change log and published research.

domainAlot. PFA Research Paper 001: Phonetic Fluidity and the Spoken Domain
Name.
https://www.domainalot.com/pfa-research/papers/001/

Research publication examining whether phonetic and structural characteristics
may influence the ease with which unfamiliar domain names can be spoken, heard,
recognised, remembered or reproduced.

The paper explicitly distinguishes the research question from claims concerning
domain valuation, commercial success or predictive validity of the PFA Framework
itself.
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VIIl. HOW THESE SOURCES ARE USED

The sources in this bibliography serve different evidentiary purposes.
ICANN is used for registration, transfer and domain-policy information.

WIPO is used for trademark research resources and domain-name dispute
procedures.

GoDaddy and Atom are used to document current marketplace terminology and
commercial practice.

Dynadot is used as a defined source of aftermarket transaction data.

Academic research is used to provide evidence concerning pronunciation,
familiarity, phonological structure, spelling, memory, brand-name processing and
related linguistic phenomena.

domainAlot's PFA Research Programme documents the development and
investigation of the PFA framework itself.

No single source is treated as establishing a universal definition of premium
domains, a universal valuation methodology or a universal measure of phonetic
fluidity.

IX. SOURCE INTERPRETATION AND LIMITATIONS

It should be noted that:

[ Marketplace descriptions are descriptions of marketplace practice.
° Transaction reports describe the datasets from which they are produced.

® Academic studies investigate specific research questions under specific
experimental conditions.

® Institutional policies describe applicable rules and procedures.
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Accordingly, readers should consider the scope and limitations of each source
before applying its findings to an individual domain acquisition.

The presence of a source in this bibliography does not imply that domainAlot
endorses every commercial claim, classification or conclusion made by that source.

The purpose of the bibliography is to allow readers to examine the underlying
evidence themselves.
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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

Title: The Definitive Guide to Buying Premium Domains

Subtitle: How to Evaluate, Select and Acquire a Domain Name for Your Business or
Brand

Edition: 2026 Edition
Publisher: domainAlot

Subject: The Definitive Guide to Buying Premium Domains is an educational
publication by domainAlot.

It is intended to help domain buyers understand the characteristics, considerations
and processes involved in acquiring premium domain names.

The guide does not constitute legal, financial, investment or valuation advice.

Domain values and transaction prices can vary substantially according to market
conditions, domain characteristics, buyer requirements, seller expectations and
negotiation.

Where domainAlot provides an assessment or indicative valuation, that information
should be understood as one input into a broader evaluation process rather than a
guarantee of market value or transaction price.

The purpose of this guide is not to tell a buyer which domain to purchase, it is to
help inform the buyer and provide insight that enables them to ask better questions
before making the decision.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

THE DESIGNER TURNED INVESTOR WHO BECAME AN
ENTREPRENEUR

Scott Harvey is the founder of domainAlot.com.

Involved heavily in the internet and domain industries since 1996, Harvey first began
to recognise the value of domains and the impact of domains had on brand
strategies already at this time.

In 1999, he established a leading strategic marketing and communications agency
that worked with a number of high-profile global brands, predominantly with visual
identities, traditional use of media, and their alignment with modern digital
strategies. His work gained international recognition and following, and Harvey
subsequently began to focus increasingly on startups, founders, and young
entrepreneurs who sought to provide digital products and services across various
platforms.

“The experience one gains from working at the highest levels in large corporate and
multi-national corporations gives an experience, insight and way of working that is
invaluable when working alongside founders and entrepreneurs who bring a very
different form of energy and drive. A hunger to succeed, and their openness to
accept advice and guidance as they strive to conquer new markets is extremely
rewarding.”

With the subsequent growth and use of Artificial Intelligence, Harvey recognised
the potential, and challenges, that founders and marketers now face in attempting
to differentiate their products and services in an over crowded market space.

“For me, the single most important factor about this new phase of evolution we are
experiencing within the digital sphere, is not just Artificial Intelligence itself, but the
impact that it has upon our understanding of branding, communication, and any
business potential. Naturally, that also involves the domain industry itself, because A.|
is not visual. It has no eyes and does not see. It learns and suggests. It reads and
interprets. That requires not only a complete realignment of our belief system, but
the need to re-evaluate our perception of what a brand is, and how a brand not only
competes, but will now need to interact in order to become, or remain successful.”
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A long-term critic of the monopolisation and excessive fees within the domain
registry and aftermarket industries, in the Spring of 2025, Harvey established
domainAlot.com, as the only independent, zero-commission based, domain
marketplace.

“Instead of focusing upon the needs that founders, investors and business owners
now face from A.l, | found it incredibly frustrating to see that registrars and legacy
marketplaces simply use the technology to automate functions such as domain
appraisal values for the specific purpose of feeding their own antiquated payment
models. By that, what | mean is, if a business is built upon large commissions from
the sales or purchasing of domains, then at the very least, the basis for assessing the
value of a domain must change. It has to, because the values that constitute what
makes a domain valuable have now changed entirely.

A.l, voice assistants, agents, etc. all value domains very differently than humans, and
it is these values that these new users respect that must now be the driver for
assessing any domain valuation. Sadly, but not unsurprisingly, the legacy domain
industry has chosen to ignore this fact, as they continue to offer and promote
domains, which may at one time or other had higher value than they do today in
order to maintain their commission revenues.

For me it’s a scandal.

Outdated metrics such as domain history and domain name length are no longer a
part of what makes a domain valuable. A young entrepreneur being asked to pay a
five or even six digit figure for a domain that an A.l agent cannot even resolve is not
just a bad investment, it's the end of their business before it can even begin.

That’s why we created domainAlot, and more importantly, the Phonetic Fluidity
Assessment (PFA), which is the world’s only domain certification system that
actually measures the ability of an agent or voice assistant to interpret and resolve a
domain without friction.

Searches are no longer done through pages of blue links on Google, they're
performed by voice with ‘Hey, Siri’, or ‘Alexa find me..., or ChatGPT, or Gemini Live, or
Claude to name but a few, and if these services can't resolve your brand because you
own a domain that is not optimised for the modern agentic era, then your brand has
a problem and could be why your business is failing, or will ultimately fail.”
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In a little over a year, domainAlot.com has grown to become a trusted marketplace
for startups, brands, and entrepreneurs looking to buy premium domain names,
lease high-value domains, lease-to-buy, or find brandable web addresses that drive
visibility, credibility, and growth.

Every asset in the domainAlot portfolio is assigned a PFA Score before being added
to our curated list.

This metric measures the ease with which A.l voice synthesis can pronounce and
identify a brand name without "hallucination" or phonetic drift, because a domain
that is difficult for an A.l to parse or a voice assistant to pronounce is a leaking asset.

“I'm often asked how can | expect domainAlot to compete against the larger
aftermarkets and brokerage services. My answer is always the same because it will
never change. Our mission is simple: to give every domain owner a fairer,
completely transparent, and independent marketplace where their investments
are respected.

domainAlot.com was built to stand apart from the big registrars and corporate
platforms that put profits first. With us, you set the terms, you keep your earnings,
and you're free to choose whether to sell, lease, or lease-to-own. We don't stand
between you and your buyers, we stand with you.

Domain names are the digital foundations of ideas, businesses, and communities.
Today, in the modern agentic era, they're far too important to be treated like
commodities by marketplaces that take without giving back. At domainAlot.com,
we're proud to help domain owners showcase their assets, connect with buyers and
users, and realise the true value of their names, because domainAlot isn't just
another platform. It's a better way forward for domain owners everywhere.”
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